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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
MAY 22, 2017 

NRD-2017-0032 
2305 Hartford Road 

Old West Austin Historic District 
PROPOSAL 

Reduce the front porch from two stories to one story and modify the design; enlarge the 
front windows on either side of the entry as well as the double-leaf entry; construct a 
solarium to the south elevation of the house; replace the rear board-and-batten walls with 
brick to match existing; replace the rear deck with a second-story addition; replace the 
carport with brick walls to match existing. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes to remove the existing two-story ornamental metal porch from the 
front of the house and construct a one-story covered entry with a balustrade above; the 
existing non-historic double-leaf doorway will be replaced with a rectangular entry.  The 
small windows on either side of the entry will be enlarged to be more in scale with the 
character of the house.  At the south elevation, the applicant proposes to construct a one-
story solarium.  The remainder of the proposals are to the rear of the house, and include 
demolishing existing board-and-batten-sided additions to replace with painted brick walls, 
removing an upper deck and constructing a new second-story conditioned addition, 
demolishing the carport and west elevation to replace them with painted brick to match the 
existing walls on the house.  
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Old West Austin Historic District has no design guidelines for additions and changes to 
contributing structures.  General design principles encourage no changes to the front of 
contributing buildings, and constructing all additions to the rear of the house to the 
greatest extent possible. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 by William W. and Mavis Heath, who lived here until around 
1946, when they moved to a house on Vance Circle.  William W. Heath was a lawyer with 
offices in the Brown Building.  Gordon and Ruth Fulcher owned and occupied the house 
from around 1946 to around 1948; Gordon Fulcher was the president of a construction 
company.  Ben and Celia Neuman are listed as the owners and occupants of the house from 
the late 1940s through the mid-1950s.  Ben Neuman was the proprietor of a discount 
department store on E. 6th Street. 
In the late 1950s, the house was purchased by Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, who 
lived here until Jack Mouton passed away in 1991.  Jane S. Mouton, a native of Port 
Arthur, was a prominent globally-recognized behavioral scientist.  She taught psychology at 
the University of Texas, and was the president and co-founder of Scientific Methods, a 
management consulting firm that worked with companies and organizations world-wide to 
develop strategies for individual and team performance.  She was the author of 33 books, 
many of which were translated into several languages.  Her husband, Jackson Mouton, Jr., 
grew up in Beaumont.  He was an owner and managing partner of the Scarbrough building 
in downtown Austin, and had many other business and philanthropic interests in Central 
Texas, including the Hickory Pass Ranch in western Travis County. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff must recommend against the changes to the front of the house.  While the metal porch 
on this house is certainly unusual and may not be original, changes to it and the 
configuration of the front windows and doors violate the principles of design guidelines for 
contributing houses in historic districts, and would foreclose an opportunity to zone this 
property historic in the future.  The rest of the changes proposed by this application will not 
have nearly the effect on the historic character of the house and can be approved. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2305 Hartford Road 
ca. 1938 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

2305 Hartford Road 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2016 
 
1992  Jackson C. Mouton, Jr., owner 

Vice-president, Scientific Methods, Inc. (Paul C. McDonald, president), 
management training, 3rd floor, Scarbrough Building. 

 
1985-86 Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 

Jackson: Vice-president, Scientific Methods, Inc. (no listing in the directory. 
Jane: Vice-president, Scientific Methods, Inc. (no listing in the directory). 

 
1981  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 

Jackson: Vice-president, Scientific Methods (Robert R Blake, president), 
management consultants, 1201 W. 24th Street. 

Jane: Vice-president, Scientific Methods (Robert R. Blake, president), 
management consultants, 1201 W. 24th Street. 

 
1977  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 

Jackson: Vice-president, Scientific Methods (Robert R Blake, president), 
management consultants, 1201 W. 24th Street. 

Jane: Vice-president, Scientific Methods (Robert R. Blake, president), 
management consultants, 1201 W. 24th Street. 

 
1973  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 
  Jackson: Building manager, Scarbrough Building 

Jane: Vice-president, Scientific Methods (Robert R. Blake, president), 
management consultants, 1201 W. 24th Street. 

 
1968  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 
  Jackson: Building manager, Scarbrough Building 

Jane: Vice-president, Scientific Methods (Robert R. Blake, president), 
management consultants, 1201 W. 24th Street. 

Also listed is Ethel Mouton, the widow of Jackson Mouton; she had no 
occupation shown. 

 
1965  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 
  Building manager, Scarbrough Building 
 
1962  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 
  Jackson: Building manager, Scarbrough Building 
  Jane:  Lecturer, University of Texas 
 
1959  Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton, owners 
  Jackson: Mechanical engineer, University of Texas 
  Jane:  Instructor, University of Texas 
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1955  Ben and Celia Neuman, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Gay Neuman, a student. 

NOTE:  The 1956 directory of Beaumont, Texas shows Jackson C., Jr. and Jane 
S. Mouton living at his parents’ home on Calder Avenue.  Jackson C. Mouton, Jr. 
was a scientist at the University of Texas.  His father, Jackson C. Mouton, Sr. 
was a pharmacist.  His mother’s name was Ethel. 

 
1952  Ben and Celia Neuman, owners 
  Proprietor, Ben Neuman Department Store, 139 E. 6th Street. 
 
1949  Ben and Celia Neuman, owners 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  Gordon and Ruth Fulcher are listed at 2412 Pemberton Parkway; he was 
the proprietor of the Hotel Guadalupe, “year-round air-conditioned, plenty of 
parking space”, 1710 Guadalupe Street, and was the president and manager of 
Fulcher-Burgher Construction Company, (Cedric Burgher, Dallas, Texas, 
secretary), general contractors, 1010 W. 3rd Street. 

 
1947  Gordon and Ruth Fulcher, owners 

President, Fulcher Burgher Construction Company, Nalle Building Annex, 125 E. 
7th Street. 
NOTE:  Ben and Celia Neuman are not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  William W. and Mavis Heath are listed at 1808 Vance Circle; he was a 
lawyer with offices at 823-24 Brown Building. 

 
1944-45 William W. and Mavis Heath, owners 
  Lawyer, 823-24 Brown Building. 

NOTE:  G. Gordon and Ruth M. Fulcher are listed at 2411 Scenic Drive; he was 
the executive editor of the Austin American-Statesman, newspaper. 

 
1941  William W. and Mavis Heath, renters 
  Lawyer, 823-24 Brown Building. 
 
1940  William W. and Mavis Heath, renters 
  Lawyer, 823-24 Brown Building. 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  William W. and Mavis Heath are listed at 1006 Nueces Street.  He was a 
lawyer, with offices at 823-24 Brown Building. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
William W. and Mavis B. Heath (ca. 1938 – ca. 1946) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows William and Mavis B. Heath as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $17,000.  William Heath was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a lawyer in private 
practice.  Mavis B. Heath was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had a daughter, Cynthia M., 5, who had been born in Texas.  The family had a servant, Leona 
Boening, 19, who had been born in Texas, and is listed as a housekeeper.  She had lived in 
rural Milam County, Texas in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows William W. and Mavis Heath as the renters of a house in 
Anderson, Grimes County, Texas.  William W. Heath was 26, had been born in Texas, and was 
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a lawyer in general practice.  Mavis Heath was 22, had been born in Texas, and was a public 
school teacher. 
 
Gordon and Ruth Fulcher (ca. 1946 – ca. 1948) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Gordon and Ruth Fulcher as the owners of the house at 2409 
Scenic Drive in Austin; that house was worth $8,000.  Gordon Fulcher was 32, had been born in 
Texas, and was the managing editor of a newspaper.  Ruth Fulcher was 31, had been born in 
Texas, and was a clerk at the District NYA office.  They had a daughter, Ruth, 7, who had been 
born in Texas. 
 
His 1973 death certificate shows that George Gordon Fulcher was born in 1909 in Naples, 
Texas, and was living at 1212 Guadalupe Street at the time of his death.  He was the chairman 
of the Texas Water Quality Board. 
 
Ben and Celia Neuman (ca. 1948 – ca. 1957) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ben Neuman as the brother-in-law of Leo Feigenbaum of 
Georgetown, Texas, and his wife, Anna.  Ben Neuman was 26, single, had been born in 
Czechoslovakia, and was the proprietor of a dry goods store.  He had immigrated to the United 
States in 1921.  Leon Feigenbaum was 29, had been born in Czechoslovakia, and was a 
salesman in a dry goods store.  Anna Feigenbaum was 24, had been born in Czechoslovakia, 
and had no occupation listed.  The Feigenbaums had also immigrated to the United States in 
1921. 
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Obituary of Ben Neuman 

Austin American-Statesman, January 17, 1970 
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Jackson C., Jr. and Jane S. Mouton (ca. 1957 – ca. 1991) 
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Obituary of Jane S. Mouton 

Austin American-Statesman, December 9, 1987 
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Obituary of Jackson C. Mouton, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, July 31, 1991 
 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to W.W. Heath for the construction of this house (1938) 
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Sewer connection application by W.W. Heath for this house (1939) 
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Water service permit to W.W. Heath for this house (1939) 

 

 
Building permit to Jackson Mouton, Jr. for a frame addition (1967) 
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Building permit to Jackson Mouton, Jr. for a two-story frame addition and swimming pool (1969) 
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